My Replay - Trends, Notes etc.


Volume 1 - 1995





Since this is the first edition on my replay, I thought that I'd give you a little previous history.  I've actually created 3 seasons in Box-Seat Baseball - 1993, 1995, and 1996.  The game has been evolving over that time period and thus has made the 1993 season unusable.  I also did not complete a full season replay with 1993.  My first complete season replay was done for 1995.  This season will be made available for everyone a month or two after I complete the 1971 season (a player card conversion needs to be done).  But, I thought I'd give you a brief synopsis of my 1995 replay before bringing you up to date on my 1996 replay.  


A few words about the stats for 1995.  This was replayed over the course of a couple of years and much clean-up work was done on the program.  You'll notice that the runs scored are a little high (NL ERA = 4.55 - real life NL ERA = 4.18,  AL ERA = 4.94  - real life AL ERA = 5.06).	Flaws were found in the program with how earned runs were being counted (not counting enough unearned runs) and an error in the homerun chart that was allowing extra HR's.  You'll also notice that the AL figure is a lot closer to the real life mark, and that's because	the earned run corrections were made shortly after the AL started but after the NL finished.  The batting average figures were fairly close (NL = .269 - real life = .263, AL = .275 - real life = .270) but again the HR's plus another chart adjustment were made before my 1996 season.  So, I guess that what I'm trying to get across is that the current edition of BSB (with the chart and program adjustments) will supply figures that are even closer to real life (you'll see this with the next installment of my replay recap that starts covering 1996).  But, with that aside, lets recap 1995.	


	


	1995 - A Big Season For The Halos





	National League





In the NL, my playoff teams mirrored real life except for the Central Division.  In the West, it was a two-team race between the Rockies and Dodgers.  The Rockies actually did not clinch the division until the final day of the shortened season (due to the late resolution of the strike that cut short the 1994 season, it was a 144 game season).  But, all was not lost for L.A. as they made the playoffs as the wild card entrant (the first year of the adoption of the added wild card team).  Colorado actually had the best record in the NL at 83 - 61 (they were 77 - 67 in real life and were the wild card team).  The Rockies rode the leagues number one offense while receiving their Coors Field home field boost.  They led the league in runs scored with 813 (785 in real life) and hit .282 as a team (exactly the same as real life).  They also pitched surprisingly well as they finished 9th in ERA (as opposed to last in real life).  Los Angeles won with their pitching staff.  They were first in the league with a 3.66 ERA (exactly matching their real life ERA), but were only 8th in runs scored. 


In the East, it was a one horse race and that horse was, of course, Atlanta.  They finished 12 games ahead of second place Florida.  They were second in the NL in ERA (4.04 compared to 3.44 in real life) and were 6th in runs scored with 701 (9th and 645 in real life).  They led the division almost wire to wire.  No real surprises here.


Finally in the Central, it was the Cardinals in my biggest surprise (they were 62 - 81 in real life although they did take the division in 1996).  St. Louis finished only 2 games ahead of second place Houston.  It may be said that St Louis did it with mirrors as they had the 2nd worst offense (scoring 613 runs as compared to a league worst 563 in real life) and were


in the middle of the pack in pitching (6th in ERA with a 4.39 mark compared to 6th and 4.09 in real life).  The biggest disappointment was Cincinnati.  The Reds finished at 70 - 74 as compared to real life where they won the division with the 2nd best record in the NL at 85 - 59.  The divisional playoff matchups were Los Angeles vs Colorado, and St. Louis vs Atlanta.   


Los Angeles and Colorado went the full 5 games in a tightly fought series.  Colorado came back from a 2 game to 1 deficit by winning Game 5 at Coors Field in a 10 to 6 slugfest.  Larry Walker was the big man in Game 5 with 2 homeruns and 5 RBI's.  


Atlanta and the surprising Cardinals also went the distance with a 5 game series.  Atlanta jumped out to a quick	2 game to none lead, but St. Louis fought back and won the next two to force a Game 5.  The match-up was Greg Maddux vs Ken Hill, and it was decided early as the Bravos knocked out Hill in the 2nd and had a 7 run lead after 2 innings.  Maddux wasn't his usual dominant self but gutted out 8 innings and the Braves won Game 5 by a score of 9 to 4 and were off to the NL Championship series to take on Colorado.


The NLCS matched an offensive juggernaut (Colorado) against a defensive juggernaut (Atlanta).  The first two games were played at Coors Field with Atlanta winning them both by beating Colorado at its own game.  Game 1 took 11 innings with Atlanta finally coming out on top 7 to 6.  In Game 2, Atlanta hit Billy Swift early, hard and often knocking him out in the third and capturing a 7 to 0 lead.  Colorado never quite recovered as the Braves ripped the Rockies 11 to 6.  Games 3 through 5 were scheduled for Fulton County Stadium and as it turned out there would be no need to return to Colorado.  Colorada fought their way back into the series by riding a Jason Bates 3 run homer to a 4 to 2 Game 3 victory over John Smoltz.  Game 4 was a vintage outing by Greg Maddux.  He threw a 4 hit shutout and the Braves received homers from Blauser, Jones, and Javy Lopez to convincingly take Game 4 by a score of 5 to 0.  Colorado was now trailing 3 games to 1 and would have to face Glavine in Game 5.  But, Glavine was not on his game and surrendered a three run lead in the fifth as Colorado tied the game at 6 to 6.  Atlanta got 2 back in the bottom half of the fifth on a 2 run homer by McGriff and their bullpen shut down the Rockies over the final 3 innings as the Braves nailed down Game 5 and the series with an 8 to 7 victory.  Atlanta was heading to the World Series and the only question was who would they be facing.





 	 American League


 


In the West it was the Angels by 5 full games over Seattle.  It wasn't that Seattle under-performed (they won 82 games as compared to the 79 they won in real life) but it was that the Angels had a banner year.  California won 87 games (78 in real life and missed the playoffs by one game to New York for the Wild Card spot and lost the divisional championship to Seattle in a one game playoff) and rode a powerful offense into the playoffs.  They hit .283 (.277 in real life) as a team and were second in the AL in homeruns with 219 (186 in real life).  Seattle made the playoffs as the American Leagues first Wild Card entrant.  Seattle also rode their offense into the playoffs finishing 3rd in runs scored with 831 (796 in real life).  Their pitching was also ranked 4th in the AL with a 4.48 ERA (5th and 4.50 in real life).


In the East, it was all Boston.  They finished with 86 victories (identical to real life) and outpaced second place Detroit (surprise!) by 12 full games.  Boston was strong both at the plate and on the mound.  They were 2nd in runs scored with 881, and also sported the 3rd best ERA at 4.45 (3rd and 4.39 in real life).  New York was the biggest disappointment in either league.  They finished in the cellar with 59 victories (2nd place and 79 wins in real life).  So what was New York's problem?  To start with an ERA of 5.51 (4.74 in real life) and the leagues 2nd worst offense.  The Bronx Bombers didn't live up to their nickname in 1995.  They scored only 628 runs (749 in real life) and only tallied higher than Baltimore.  The starting staff definitely under-performed with Jack McDowell sporting an ERA of 5.00	(3.93 in real life) and Sterling Hitchcock with a win-loss record of 4 - 12 and an ERA of 5.51 (11-10 and 4.70 in real life).  It was a total team effort that put the Yanks in the cellar.


In the Central, the Indians put up the best numbers in either league.  They won 93 games (100 in real life) and outdistanced 2nd place Chicago by a full 17 games.  You name a category in the AL and Cleveland was near the top.  The Tribe were second in the AL with a 4.21 ERA (1st and 3.83 in real life).  But, they were most impressive with their offense.  They scored a league leading 916 runs and hit .300 (.291 in real life) as a team!  They blasted 226 homeruns (207 in real life)!  This race was over early, and the White Sox were a mild surprise finishing 8 games above .500 and taking 2nd place easily over Kansas City.  So, the playoff match-ups were set:  Seattle vs Cleveland, and Boston vs California.


Seattle went to Cleveland to take on the Major Leagues biggest winners.  Seattle shocked the baseball world by winning the first two games at Jacobs Field.  Game 1 was dominated by the "Big Unit".  He


	threw a complete game 7 hitter and struck out 14 as the Mariners took 


	Game 1 by a score of 6 to 2.  Game 2 was also taken by the Mariners, but


this one was much closer.  Both starting pitchers (Bosio and Hershiser) were ineffective but Seattle prevailed by a score of 6 to 4.  So, the Mariners


needed just one more win to knock off the Tribe and were headed home


to try to get it.  But Cleveland wasn't ready to go home for the winter.  They got 3 runs in the ninth to stave off elimination and force a Game 4 with a 5 to 4 victory.  Seattle came back with Randy Johnson in Game 4 but


this time Cleveland was ready.  They got 6 runs off Johnson in 6 2/3 innings and Charles Nagy allowed just 5 hits as Cleveland took Game 4 easily by a score of 7 to 2.  So, it was back to Jacobs Field for Game 5.  Cleveland demolished Seattle in Game 5.  They scored 4 in the first and


added single runs in the 3rd and 5th before putting up a 5 spot in the 6th.


It was 11 to 0 after 6 innings.  Orel Hershisher was dominant this time out


and didn't allow a Mariner run until the 9th as Cleveland was moving on to the ALCS as they had come back from a 2 games to none deficit and took


Game 5 by a score of 11 to 1.


		Boston was heading to Anaheim to take on the Angels in the other 


	divisional series.  The BoSox took Game 1 easily by a score of 13 to 5.


	Chuck Finley was battered for 8 runs in 4 2/3 innings.  Mike Greenwell


	had a big day for Boston with a triple, home run and 4 RBI's.  California


	took Game 2 as Mark Langston allowed only 4 hits (although 3 left the 


	yard) over 8 innings.  The Angels scored in the 8th to tie and in the bottom


	of the 9th to walk off as winners.  Game 3 was a slugfest.  Boston led 7 to


	0 after 4 innings, but the Angels scored 7 runs in the fifth off Clemens to


	knot up the game at seven apiece.  California then completed the comeback


	by scoring 3 in the seventh and hung on in the 9th for a 10 to 9 victory.


	Game 4 was another tightly fought affair.  Boston jumped out in front again


	with 2 in the first and one in the second.  But, once again their pitching 


failed them as California came back and took Game 4 and the series by a score of 7 to 5.  They were headed to Cleveland to take on the Tribe in the


ALCS.


	Both teams were riding heavy momentum coming into the series and this had all the signs of a great match-up.  Cleveland had the home field advantage and hosted Game 1.  They jumped out by a score of 3 to 1 with


a 3 run second.  But, as California had done in the divisional series they


came right back to score 5 unanswered runs and Chuck Finley righted the


ship as the Angels took Game 1 by a score of 6 to 3.  Game 2 looked like


a replay of Game 1.  The Indians getting 3 in the second only to see the Angels come back with 4 unanswered runs and win by a score of 5 to 3.


California was getting a balanced attack on offense along with strong


starting pitching.  But a big factor was big Lee Smith.  Smith closed both


games 1 and 2 and had quieted the hopes of any Indian comebacks.  Game


3 was in Anaheim and this time there would not be an Angel comeback.  Cleveland score 2 runs in the 3rd, 5th, 6th, and 7th innings and didn't look back.  Manny Ramirez went deep twice as the Indians pounded out 4 home runs and won by a score of 8 to 4.  With California leading in the series 2 games to 1, they would be sending their ace (Finley) to the hill to try to


grab a commanding lead.  Cleveland struck first with 2 in the first, but the


Angels came back with a 5 run 3rd as Jim Edmonds hit a 3 run bomb off of Dennis Martinez.  Once again the Halos bullpen was strong.  Percival shut


down the Tribe in the 7th and 8th, and Smith once again closed out the 9th


to gain his 3rd save in the series as California took Game 4 by a score of 5 to 3.  California was now one game away from going to the World Series.


This one wouldn't take an Angel comeback.  The Angels got 3 in the 6th


and 2 in the 7th as they pounded the Indians by a score of 7 to 2.  Mark


Langston went the distance allowing only 5 hits, and California had convincingly beaten the Indians in this series.  We now had our World Series match-up -  the expected Braves against the surprising Angels.


	California could have been expected to have just been happy to be in the 1995 World Series, and in Game 1 that's exactly how they played.  It was a match-up of the 2 aces Greg Maddux (20 - 6 with a 1.72 ERA) vs Chuck Finley (21 - 14 with a 4.50 ERA).  It was scoreless through 3 innings but the Braves smashed Finley for 9 runs in the 4th and this one was over.  Maddux threw a 3 hit shutout and Atlanta took Game 1 by the startling score of 13 to 0.  Atlanta benefited from 8 Angel walks and had 5 players with 2 or more hits.  


California must have figured things can only get better after the Game 1 debacle, but they were wrong.  The Braves promptly started Game 2 by posting a 9 spot in the top of the first with Fred McGriff hitting a grand slam.  Mark Langston was charged with 10 runs in an inning and two-thirds.  Again Angels pitchers had trouble finding the strike zone as they handed out 11 free passes and that combined with 18 Atlanta hits led to 17 Atlanta runs and a 17 to 1 Game 2 victory.  Tom Glavine went the first seven innings for the Bravos and picked up the victory.  So, after the first 2 games  the Braves had outscored the Angels by a margin of 30 to 1.


    Game 3 was to be played at Fulton County Stadium and the Angels were hoping the change of scenery would change their play.


This time they were right.  It was the Angels who scored first by scoring


3 in the first off of John Smoltz.  Atlanta came back with solo runs in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd innings to tie it up, but the Angels answered back with 3 unanswered runs of their own and this time they got a solid outing from their starting pitching.  Shawn Boskie went 6 innings and handed it over to the Angels stellar bullpen combination of Percival and Smith and the Angels had their first World Series victory by a score of 6 to 3.  So, as badly as the Angels had played in Games 1 and 2 their victory in Game 3 put them right back in the series.  


Game 4 was crucial for California but they would be facing Maddux again.  Maddux wasn't as dominant as he was in Game 1 but he was good enough.  He went 8 1/3 innings allowing 3 runs and the Braves beat Finley


again and took Game 4 by a score 6 to 3.  Again, Finley couldn't get through 5 innings and Atlanta now held a commanding 3 games to 1 lead.


	The Angels were now on life support and needed a victory to take the series back to Anaheim.  The match-up was Mark Langston (15-6 4.35 ERA) vs Tom Glavine (12-6 3.99 ERA).  Remember that Langston was blasted for 10 runs in Game 2.  The Angels struck first with 2 in the 1st to signal that the match-up would be different this time around.  The Braves answered right back with 2 in the bottom of the 1st on a 2 run homer by Javy Lopez.  The Angels got 2 in the 4th and they held the lead until Atlanta tied it up with the first batter in the bottom of the 8th.  Ryan Klesko greeted just inserted reliever Bob Patterson with a solo shot to tie the game at 4 apiece.  It was then a battle of the bullpens - a battle that California had


been winning through out the post season.  Percival and Mike James of the Angels matched zeros with Greg McMichael and Brad Clontz of the Braves until the bottom of the 11th.  Fred McGriff promptly led off the 11th with a shot over the right field wall off of James and the Braves were my 1995


Box-Seat Baseball World Champions.  The final numbers indicated that Atlanta had totally dominated the Series (44 to 14 in runs, .323 to .221 in BAVG, and 2.62 to 8.52 in ERA) but most of the figures were slanted due to the first 2 games of the series.  Games 3 through 5 were actually very close and the Angels had nothing to be ashamed of.  They had gone further than all of the preseason prognostications and were looking to take it the final step in 1996.  The World Series MVP award was split as Fred McGriff (hit .435 with 3 HR's and 11 RBI's) and Greg Maddux (2 wins and a 1.51 ERA) shared the honor.


	That's all for 1995.  In my future 1996 recaps I'll be delving more into each team and how individuals are performing.  I'll also be comparing where they are at each point of the season as compared to where they were in real life.  I hope you enjoyed my 1995 recap as it was a blast to play!
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